Past simple

Listen to the CD (Australian accent) and answer the questions.

The history of Tea

Where did it all start?

When did it happen?

What fell into the bowling water?

How did the Emperor describe the taste?

How long does it take to learn the Japanese tea ceremony?

Which four adjectives are used to describe how the ceremony must be performed?

How did one European traveler describe the tea making process?

When did tea become popular in Europe?

Text

The story of tea began in China five thousand years ago. Emperor Sieng Yong ordered his servants to boil some drinking water. Some leaves fell into the water. When the emperor saw this he became interested and decided to taste it. He was pleased with the taste, he said it was refreshing. Tea drinking soon spread throughout China. A Japanese Buddhist Priest Iey Sei brought tea back to Japan. He is called the father of Japanese tea. The Japanese developed a tea ceremony. Some women spent many years learning and practicing the tea ceremony. It is important that the act is perfect, polite, graceful and charming. 

Europeans began to hear stories about tea, but didn’t know much about it. One traveler said the leaves were boiled, salted buttered and eaten. From 1600 the Europeans began to trade with China and tea became popular. 

